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1 We would like to bring to ExA's attention the very positive reception the Inspectors 
Report gave in 1995 when weighing up the benefits of the Option 14 route. Option 14 
is the same route adopted and proposed by the Parish Council of Farnham & Stratford 
St. Andrews, supported by FERN and local residents in previous representations to 
this examination. 
 
Last month's (August 2021) scramble by EDF to do last minute assessments of bats, 
dormice, ancient trees and woodlands in Pond Wood, Foxburrow Wood, Nuttery Belt 
and around Farnham Hall is another indication they continue to shoehorn their plans 
into the wrong route. EDF's mitigation for felling a 600-year-old ancient tree, for 
example, is to plant a new sapling with space to grow. Their mitigation for destruction 
of ancient bat foraging routes is bat hop overs, which don't have a good reputation. 
Both are examples of how tragic these alternatives are when there is a choice. 
 
The conclusions in the Inspectors Report hold true today; 'it was better to build a 
route 400m longer, but in the right place.'  It continues with how the same route as 
EDF are proposing would 'be damaging to Farnham as a community, the 
countryside and open space, requiring an unfortunate road alignment and 
intrusive bunding and bridges.' 
 
We challenge EDF's justifications for pursing a western route over the eastern route. 
Below are further relevant excerpts from this Inspectors Report, these show that  even 
before the existence of the holiday destination at Mollett's Farm or our greater 
biodiversity crisis the evidence even then still weighs for the alternative.   
 
2 Inspectors Report 1995 to the Secretary of State for Transport making his 
recommendations for the A12 Wickham Market To Saxmundham Improvement 
Scheme  
  
7.14        Alternative  Option 14 
The material points were: 
  
7.14.2    This would provide a better dual carriageway route (if this were necessary), 
and reduce the undesirable impacts on the Farnham Hall area.  Alternative 14 would 
diverge from the Highways Agency’s route about 500m west of Hill Farm, pass to the 
east of Foxburrow Wood, through a neck in the woodland at Palant’s Grove, and 
connect to the proposed roundabout at Friday Street [Plans 249].  There be a 
horizontal curve below the desirable minimum radius, but this would be acceptable to 
the Agency. 
  
7.14.3    The estimated cost of alt.14 was £15.351M (1993 prices), some £0.306M 
more than the scheme estimate of £15.045M.  The weighted NPV would be lower at 
£3.136M compared with £4.847M for the scheme, and the PVB/PVC ratio would also 
be lower at 1.35 compared with 1.56 [Doc 212].  This would not threaten the viability 
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of the scheme, nor was this increased cost disproportionate to the benefits which 
would be obtained from the adoption of alt.14. 
  
7.14.4    The Highways Agency’s proposed route would be damaging to 
Farnham as a community, damaging to the residents of the Farnham Hall area 
in particular, damaging to the countryside and to the open space – requiring an 
unfortunate road alignment, and intrusive bunding and bridging.  This was the 
basis for the promotion of alt.14. [Evidence as to the visual and ecological damage 
which would be caused is reported at 6.5.4-9 above, and noise is at 7.15.2/3 below]. 
  
7.14.5    This alternative would remove visual impact and air pollution from the 
Farnham Hall area; it would avoid the highest ground; it would not sever Farnham Hall 
Farmhouse and Foxburrow Wood from the village of Farnham; and ecologically it 
would avoid The Belt woodland, save the hedges between Foxburrow and Pond 
Woods, and keep all the woods and ponds on one side of the road.  On the other hand, 
it was accepted that alt.14 would be some 200m longer, and it would run through the 
neck of Palant’s Grove near its connection to Foxburrow Wood. 
  
7.14.6    It would also reduce the noise impact in the Farnham Hall area, so that it 
would remain largely undisturbed, although unfortunately it would mean that there 
would be an increase in noise at Walk Barn.  Hill Farm Cottages and some other 
properties in Friday Street would also be closer to this alternative route.  Two houses 
would be in a worse position from noise with alt.14 compared with the Agency’s 
scheme, 2 would be the same, and 17 would suffer less noise.  Visually, 4 houses 
would be in a worse position, 9 would be the same, and 14 would suffer less 
visual impact. 
  
7.14.7    The ecological balance was difficult to strike, with the effect of alt.14 on 
Palant’s Grove on the one hand, and the effects of the scheme on The Belt and the 
hedges, and on the toads, on the other hand.  The general amenity of alt.14 would, of 
course, be greater. 
  
7.14.8    The alternative now promoted also offered more potential for mitigation, 
although there would be less need for it.  It was accepted that the dry valley of the 
side of the Alde valley was a good feature to accommodate the road, but its benefit 
was restricted to that area.  The rest of the alternative route would follow contours of 
the land better, and would be more sympathetic to the landscape. 
  
7.14.9    The Highway Agency’s route was extremely damaging to the Farnham 
Hall area.  This was clear from the Environmental Statement.  If the Secretaries 
of State decided that it was necessary to bypass all four villages, then alt.14 was 
the better route.  The Group was not an unavoidable minority that had to 
suffer.  There was no longer the need to try to make a virtue out of necessity by 
spending time and money building false hillocks, toad crossings, ponds and so 
on.  It was better to build a route 200m longer, but in the right place.  This would 
prevent what would otherwise be a substantial deterioration in the quality of life 
of residents in the Farnham Hall area. 
 
 
 


